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relapsed.    No one must look forward to any relief merely irom the
winter weather.   We have, however,  been  thinking about the
subject for some time, and it may be that new methods will be
devised to make the wholesale bombing of the civilian population
by night and in fog more exciting to the enemy than it is at present
The House will not expect me to indicate or foreshadow any of these
methods.   It would be much better for us to allow our visitors to
find them out for themselves in due course by practical experience
I think that is much the best way to handle that particular matter*
Meanwhile, upon the basis that this will continue and that our
methods will also be improving, we have to organise our lives
and the life of our cities on the basis of dwelling under fire and of
having  always  this  additional—not  a  very  serious  chance—of
death,  added  to  the ordinary precarious  character  of  human
existence.   This great sphere of domestic organisation becomes the
counterpart of our military war effort.   The utmost drive and
capacity of which we are capable as a Government and as a people
will be thrown into this task.    Nothing but the needs of the Fighting
Services can stand in the way.   We must try to have shelters with
sleeping bunks for everyone in the areas which are liable to constant
attack, and this must be achieved in the shortest possible time.   As
soon as it is accomplished, and in proportion as it is accomplished,
people will have to go to their proper places, and above all, we
must prevent large gatherings of people in any shelters which only
give illusory protection against a  direct hit.   People must be
taught not to despise the small shelter.   Dispersal is the sovereign
remedy against heavy casualties.    In my right hon. Friend the
new Minister of Home Security,1 we have a man of warm sympathy,
of resource and energy,'who is well known to Londoners and has
their confidence, and who will equally look after the other cities
which are assailed.    But do not let it be thought that the work
of his predecessor, now Lord President of the Council,s has not been
of a very high order.   There is no better war horse in the Govern-
ment,    I am ashamed of the attacks which are made upon him in
ignorant and spiteful quarters.   Every one of his colleagues knows
that he is a tower of strength and good sense, fearless and unflinching
in storm and action.   With my^many burdens, I rely greatly upon
him to take a part of the civil and domestic load from off my
shoulders, setting me free for the more direct waging of the war.
Large schemes are already on foot for providing food and hot
drinks for those who sleep in shelters, and also for entertainment
1 Mr. Herbert Morrison.	* Sir John Anderson.

